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NCE upsn a time, in a thick forest, there lived three
bears. One was a great big father bear, with a big
head, sid large paws, and a great yoice

The next was a mother bear, of middle-size, with a
middlessized head, and a nuddle-sized bady, and a
vaice quite low for a bear,

The third bear was a funny little baby-bear, with
a strange little head, a queer httle body, wee bits of
paws, and an odd little voice, between a whine and a squeak.

Now these three bears had a nice bome of their own, and in it was everys
thing that they needed, There was a great big ehair for the big bear to sit i,
a large porridge-pot from which he could pat his meals, and a great hed on
which he laid himsclf to sleep at night

The middle-sized bear had a middle-sized porridge-pot, and a bed and a
chiair toomatch,  The wee little bear had a cunning little chair, a neat little: bed,
and a porridge-pot that held just erough to fill his little stomach,

There lived near the home of these bears a littde child named Goldilocks.

Siie wiis 2 pretty child, with bright yellaw hair that shone and
glittered in the sun like gold, and that is how she came o be
called Geldilocks

One day she ran off into the woods to
gather fowers, and spent hours in making
pretty wreaths and garlands of the blos-
soms and leaves she found there.

All wt once she
came 0 4 yuegr sort
of house, and she fell
to wondering  who
lived m it  he
peeped in first ak one
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Thin she thought she would knock
at the doar: hut as the knocker was
bevond her reach, she had to break a
twig: from a bush to' raise it She
knocked once—twice—thrice,

There was no reply, so Goldilocks,
after & while, pushed open the door
softly amd iy, and popped night
inte the bear's house.  1iut the bears
were mot ot home,  Aflter they had

. amdl poured it into thewr porridge-pots,

they walked out into the woods, while the pormidge was cooling, that they might
nok burme e mouths Ly bogiening to eat it ioo soon,
Cealthilocks was very much strprised when she came tnto the bears' room.

see H preat porndge-pot, a middle-
sietd pesrrilge-pot, aned o owee little
porridgespol standing in e row,

“Well” thowght she, “some of
thee progibe sha live here must eat a
good deal aore than the othors
Uit just a5 hungry as 1can b, aml
e 1 cat <ome of the ]u.!rrflib't
il this great blg pot’
She ook @ taste but
thie lmrridgr wis o ot
Lot sl scrvaied, wd
tuide a spring that yp-
set thie pint, and it rolled
wn o 'the Hoar,

Then she ook some
of the porodge  from
the middie =swed oy,
Vot fomurn L 14 st that










she pushed it from her with disgust, wondesing
how any vne could eat such stufl,
There was only the little porridge-pot left, ana

Msoldilecks toed that. Lt was just nght; aml she

liked 7t so well that she ate up every bit there was,

and wished for more,

In the meantime she had been looking around
for 4 nice seat on which to sit down and finish
ating the lintle hear's parridge, She came fAirst o
the great big chair, but that was much too hard,

She next tried the nuddle-sized  chuir, which
didn't suit any betters it was much too soft,

Then she cast her gyes wrgund the room, anied
caught sight of a cunning little chalr that looked
as if it had been made expressly for some one
about her own size. So she sat down in thm,
andl liked it so well that she would iave sat much
longer than she did i the chair hadn't gone te

pieces under her,  She was more scarsd than

hurt when she picked bersell up, and tried her Best o put the chair togethe

againg but it was of no use

Presently Goldlloeks began to feel tired and
sleepy, and looked dround to see il there was any
rocim in which shie might lie down and rest  Sure
enough she found one, amd in it were three beils
side by side. One was a great big bed © the next
a middle-sized bed; and
the third a wee little bed ;
and they made her thmk
‘of the three porridge-pots
standingy inarow.

First she lay down on
the great big bed.  There
was plenty of room in it;
but gh! it was as hand as
arock, and the pillow was
much too lbigh, 56 she
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poon crawled out of that and wentand lay down on the middle-sized bed,  But,
dear mel that was as much e soft as the other was too hard | and Goldilocks
was buried so deep in it that she had hanl work getting out agam.

There was anly the wee little bed left; and Goldilocks tried thar I just
suited her in every way ; so she covered hersell up comloiably, and lay there
31 she feoll fist asfaep,

By this time the three bpars thanght their parridige would b cool enough, €a

they came home to breakfast.  When the great big bear saw his porridge-pot
lying on the Aoor, he roardd out in his great fough, groff voice :

“HSOMEBODY HAS BEEN AT MY PORRIDGED

And he swunyp s great by e sround as i it were o cluby, and Lirought
it down on the floor with a heavy thump, and with ©hl such L hérce look in
lis eves.

Then the middlessized bear saw that her porndge-pot had been moved from
it plage, sooshe threw up her paws, and cned out, in a voice not quite se loud
as the preat bear's:

CROMERODY HAS BEEN AT MY PORRIDGE "

Then the little bear went to his porridge-pot in a great Aurry, and on finding

it empty, eried ou with a squeaking voice:

7 Sunedvaly dae boon ol wy grecddge eod Arg oonfon i ol wp!









Thin hestuffed his fore=paws mto his exes,
sl erivd as hardas e coudd; fur he thought
it was o mean trick weserve him, Just hecansg
lie happenad to be such a uny liethe: benr.

His papa asd mamma wese
just as angry, amd declared
that they would Pllniﬁh BEVerE=
ly the one who had played the
trick, il they coold ever catch
i,

Presently the big bear went
to sit down i his great big
arm=chalr, and found it was
not as he had left it

Goldilocks had neglected w
put - the cushion back in its
place, apd there it was all
awry, S0 the great big beis

growleel out:
N\ “SOMEBODY HAS

BEEN SIUTING IN
MY CHAIR'™

The middle-sized hear
= then went e her chair,
and found a great hallow in it where Goldilocks had sat down. So she scowled
and growled, though wot su loudly as the big bear:
SSOMEBROTY HAS REEN SITTING I8 MY CHAIR1T"

T'his put the little bear in a fidget, for he knew what to csxpect. 1T this strange
visitor; be thought, has done so much harm to the other zhairs, he has prnbably
broken mine all to pieces, for he seems 1o reat me worse than the rest, because
I am so little,

So up jumped the little bear, and saw at a glance what had Teen done tw the
dear litle chair of which he wis so fond.

" Sorrboly ko boen, wlitioe de oy ehoir, owif b st e Balfom b of !
he squicaked with s doleful wail, ampd thet sat plurngs down an the floor o have
his cry cut
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Mg Broin waos inoa rreit roe, snild ivonileded
who il dived W come into WS hiise withinn
v, [ le was determined o ind out, and strode
ol Tnto the bedroom, fellowed by Mes, Briin amd
thie inlappy Tiny Culi. .'

Cooldilocks had tunibled the big
heat’s big haolster in trying to
make it low enough for her head.
1Te noticed it at once, and
roared out:

“SOMEBODY HAS
BELN LVING IN
MY BEDI"

Then théy went to the middle-<dzed bed, ond that waz full of humps and
bollows=, aned loohed =0 gnddy e e wother boar scowled and growled —
thowply ot <6 Joudly as the Big Licir

= SOMERODY HAS REEN LYING IN MY BED1®

Then they passed on 1o the third bed,  The coverlet was n its place, the fﬁl*
lowe ws there, and on the I|;|iII|.W|r' lay the Tair hiad of littde Goldilocks,  And she
wras sound asleep.

~ Sty dui foen - lpimg (w mp dood—gmd deee ade ErdY
glinelsd thie Httle e o his shirfllest tones

The Big Tear, the mddie-sized bear and the linle bear stood with their
mouths wide open, staring with surprise i the preiy child they found there.

The big bear had o tender heart and feleguite ashamed of himsel! for having

threatened 10 pumsh the one whe had dared to.enter lus: house,
Mleso Lo sanl: = Poor ahild ! Fd ke wogive her s hae and a0 kiss, she
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looks so sweet and good.” And she regretted hav-
ing made such a fuss over the porridge that had been
touched, and the chair that had been sat in.

The little bear, however, was in great distress at
the way in which he had been treated, and gave a
mast doleful whine

Little Goldilocks had heard in her sleep the great
rough, grufl voice of the big bear, but she was so
fst asleep that it was oo more to her than the roar-
ing of wind, or the rumbling of thunder. And she
liad heard the middle voice of the middle-sized bear,
Lut it was only as il she had heard some one speak-
ing in a dream. But when she heard the little,
sqqueaking whine of the litthe beay, it was so sharp,
and so shrifl, that it awakened her at once.

Up she started, and when she saw the big bear,
the middle-sized bear, and the little bear
peering at her in a strange way, she
was scared nearly out of her wits. She
understood at last who owned the three
porridge-pots, the three chairs, and the
three bads,

Now the window was open, because
the bears; like good tidy bears, as they
were, always opened their bed-chamber
window when they got up in the morning,
and with a

One, two, three, out goes shel
away went Goldilocks out through it,
leaving a picce of her dress in the paw of the
great big bear, who tried his best to catch her.,

* She fell plunip on the ground, and had tosit sull
a few moments to find out where she was, Butit
seemed as if the woods were full of bears, and so
she kepl on running as hard as ever she could
until she was well ‘ont of the forest, and in sight
of lier own home,

O what joy it was to be safe inside her own
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nome! And Goldilocks made np her mind never agam woenter any one’s house
without being invited, and never to make herself quite so much a1 home as she
did in the bears’ house

The three bears stared for some time out of the window from whence Goldi-
locks took her dight and though at first they were quite angry with the littls
girl and ready W cab her up, they soon got over these bad feclings, remember-
ifg that it is wise ta

Brar asn Fornpae,

And IF you'll believe me, that Tittls bear, wha hid made the biggest fuss, was
just as proud as he would be to think that such & pretty gl had cuten his
porridge—sat in s chidr—and slept in his bed! Why, he actually hugged
himsell with delight! But as this feeling might not Jast long, T should ad-
vise wou pot to pry into other people’s affairs; and il you go in the woods
keep away from the liouse of

THE THREE BEARS
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